


How Many Chickens?
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Farmer Joe looks into his barn stalls and counts 24 legs. He knows that he has 3 horses, but he can’t remember how many chickens he has. If the remaining legs belong to his prized chickens, how many chickens does he have?

Extension:  If Farmer Joe didn’t know how many of each animal he had in the barn, what are all of the possible combinations of chickens and horses that would have 24 total legs?



Problem adapted from:
 Blanton, M. L. (2008). Algebra and the elementary classroom: Transforming thinking, transforming practice. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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